
à\ —

Undescmbed crase-flies in THE Paris Museum (Tipulidae Diptera),

AfRICAN SpECIES OF THE SuBFAMILY LlM.XOBHNAE,

by Charles P. Alexander.

Ph. D., Urbaua, 111., U. S. A.W.

Tribe ANTOCHINI.

Genus Ceratocheilus Wesclîé.

Ceratocheilus nigripleura, nov. sp.

Head gray ; mesonotal praescutum buffy with three broad brown stripes;

a broad black pleural stripe; wiugs snbhyaline with five costal markings,

the first at the humerai crossvein , the third and fourlh at the ends of veins

Sel and Ri and connected with one another along Rs and the base of

/?2+3; basai deflection of Cul at the fork of M.

female. —Length (exckuUng rostrura), ii,3 mm.,wing 6,5 mm.;

rostruin, aboul 7 mm.
Rostrum elongate, dark brown; palpi dark brown. Antennae black,

twelve-segmented, the distal flagellar segments long-cylindrical. Verlex

light gray with a linear dark brown mark; cornicuflis conspicuously light

yellow. Vertex narrow, a iittle wider than the widih of the coi-niculus.

Mesonotum light buffy brown, the praescutum with three broad dark

brown stripes , the interspaces narrow ;
postnotura slightly darker medially.

Pleura pale yellow, sparsely while pruinose; a broad brownish black stripe

extending from the pronotum , wliich is also black, to the base of the

abdomen, passing through the base of the haltères. Haltères pale brown,

the extrême base and the large knobs dark brown. Legs with the coxae

and trochanters pale yellow ; remainder of the legs dark brown , covered

with flattened bilîd hairs. Wings subhyaline, a dusky tinge just beforc the

(') Voir la note du mêmeauteur sur la tribu des Limnobiini {Bull. Muséum,

1919, p. 606).
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wing-apex: dark brown areas as follows : on crossvein /«; at 5c 2 including

l)0lli Ihe coslal and subcostal cells; at ihe euds of veins Sci and R\
, con-

necled willi one anolher hy a broad V-shaped mark along ihe secior and

the base of/Ja+s: at ihe lip of 7^2+3 ; less distinct seams along tbe cord, tbe

outer end of ccU 1 si Mt>, along vein Cm, especially at the point where

the iirst anal vein breaks away; a large blotch jusl beyond tbe arculus and

sniallcr clouds at the ends of veins Ms,Cu\, Cu^ and the Anal veins; the

wing apex in cells iî 3 and/?5 is pale; veins yellowish, brown in thedarkened

areas. Venation : Rs a little more than one-half the dedeclion of Uu+b and

in alignment wilh it; cell 1 si M2 narrow, the basai deflection of Cui at its

inner end.

Abdomen dark brown, the segments, especially tbe sternites, narrowly

ringed basally with yellowisb, ihe tergites similarly marked on the sides.

Oviposilor with tbe valves exceedingly long and slender, tbe tergal valves

born-coloreci , almost slraiglit, lapering gradually to the acnte, sligbtly

upcurved apices; sternal valves Idackened with only the acute tips liorn-

colored.

Habitat. —French Congo.

Holotype, 9, N'gomo, Bas Ogooué. 1906 (E. Haug).

Type in the Paris Muséum.

Ceralocheihts rilgripktim requires compai'ison only wilh C. loiigirostris

Weschë (Southern Nigeria) whicb is dcscribed from a bleacbod spécimen;

this latter appears to be a smaller lly with fewcr dark markings ou the

wing and wilh the veualional détails différent.

There are now nine specics in tbe genus Ceratocheihis , ail but three

being from tbe Elliiopian région. The génotype may be considered as being

C. coringcriim (Speiser), the fust species described by Wesché (as ivinii-

sampsoiil). Brunelti b^s recenlly (1918) ereclod a new genus, Comthornx

,

for Iwo Indian species of Ceratoclœilus.

Tribe eriopterini.

Genus l.ectei-ia Oslen Sacken.

Lecteria atricauda, nov. sp.

General coloration retldish brown, tbe praescutum with thrce broad
dark brown stripes of Avbicb tbe médian one is somewbal bisected by a
pale lino; legs with a distinct yellowisb subbasal ring on the tibiae; wings
ralher dark brown, Cm2 sborler than Iho deilecLion of Cul; abdomen long
and slender, a broad latéral line and tbe nintb tergite black.
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Mule. —Lenglli 3o.5 - 3^ njm.; wiug i8.5 - ao mm.; abdomen

alone, aô-aô mm.

Female. —Lenglli 3i.o mm.; wing, 91. 5 mm.; abdomen alone about

26 mm.
Rosti'um and [)alpi daik brown. Anlennae A\ith (lie elongate basai seg-

mont dark In-onn, ibe lemainder of fbe antennac light browu; basai

flagellar segments globular to oval. Head dark reddisb browu.

Mesouotal praescutum reddish brown wilh four darker browu slripes,

the narrow iutermedialo ])air iudistinclly divided by a pale line; in the

maie paratype ibe médian stiipe is cntire so ihat but Ibree indistinct

sti'ipes are évident. Pleura light browu, sparsely gray pruiuose. Haltères

reddish browu, the knobs dark brown. Legs with the co\ae and trochau-

ters dull yellow; femora reddish browu with a very indistinct paler ring

before ihe tip; tibiae reddish browu, the tips darkened, beyond the base

with a distinct light yeiiow ring; tarsi broken. AAings tinged wilh ralher

dark brown, the costal cell even darker; small, indistinct brown clonds

al the origin of /ts, fork of /«s and fork of/t2+3; narrow and indistinct

seams along the cord and outer end of cell 1 st Mi, Venation : As in

L. (ij ricana but cell i st M2 note quite so elongate; Cm2 shorter than the

deflection of Cu 1

.

Abdomen very long and slender, the tergifes reddish brown, ringed

caudally with dark brown and laterally with a broad black line that is

interrupted at the base and apex of eacli segment; seventh tergile wilh a

broad black médian line; eighlh tergile concealed beneath the seventh:

uiuth tergite lumid, sliiny black; sternites dull yellow,' brighter laterally,

narrowly ringed caudally w ith dark brown , on sternites tîve to seven w ilh

a linear black médian mark; slernile eight brownish black, margined

caudally with paler; ninth pleurile and the appendages reddish brown.

Maie hypopygium with the ninth tergite lumid, the dorsal surface with an

indistinct shield-shaped depressed area on the posterior lialf, tlie caudal

margin feebly notched medially; outer pleural appendage stout, dark

colored, the acute apex short; inner pleural appendage stout, the apex

broadly rounded.

HabiUtt. —French Congo.

Holotype, (j , Libreville, 1901 (C. Chalol).

Allotopotype, 9, 1899 (J. Boucher).

Paratopotypes , 1 d*, 1 sex uncertain, wilh ihe allolype.

Type in the Paris Muséum.

Lecteria atncauda is very similar in gênerai appearance to L. ajrlcnua

Alexander (Belgian Congo) which has a distinct dark brotvn médian line
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on the praesculum, no pale libial band, a daik line on the mesonotal

poslnolum and on ihe mesopleura; wings paler with G/2 longer than

Ihe dellection of C«i, the abdomen uot so long and sieuder and without

Ihe blackened ninth tergite.

Lecteria africana nigrilinea nov. siibsp.

In gênerai structure and coloration resembling L. afr'mma Alexander

(Belgiau Congo), differing as follows :

Praescutum reddish with a single ralher broad blackisb médian Une that

becomes indistinct at about midlength of the sclerite; Ihe long dark Une

on the pleura beneath the wing-root is dark brownish black; Aviugs a little

broader; venationai détails distinct: Tîs a little shorter, cell Ml sraaller,

Cm2 shorter than the dellection of Cmi; velu ^ml \ very considerably

shorter.

Uah. —Length about 3i mm.; wing 19.2 mm.

Habitat. —Ivory Coast.

Holotype, d*, Région de San Pedro. 1901 (G. Thoiré).

Type in ihe Paris Muséum.

More material will be necessary lo détermine the true slalus of this

insect.

Lecteria metatarsalba , nov. sp.

General coloration orange; legs brown, the femora with a ycllow sub-

terminal ring, the melatarsi largely white; wings faintly yellowich, A\ith

five brown spots, the first at the origin of the sector, the last in cell /?2;

iiarrow paler brown seams along the cord and outer end of cell 1 st Ma.

Maie. —Length i8.5 mm.; wing 1/1.8 mm.; abdomen alone,

i3.9 mm.
Rostrum and palpi dark brown. Anlennae wilh the first segment dark

brown, sparsely gray pruinose; second scapal segment yellow; flagellum

dark broAvn, the segments with very long verticils. Head dark brown
,

paler

on the front and occiput, the vcrtex gray pruinose.

Thorax orange-yellow, Avithout distinct darker markings, the praescutal

interspaces wilh abundant délicate erect hairs. Haltères pale, the knobs

dark brown. Legs with the coxae and Irochanlers pale yellow; femora

brown, the tips dark brown, before the tips with a broad (about 1.8 mm.)
yellowish ring; tibiae dark brown ; metatarsi almost ail white (3 to 3.5 mm.)
with only the narrow tips and slightly broader bases black ; remainder of

1
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the tarsi biack; coxae with a fe^v long liairs on tlie anterior face; legs

covered with a long, semi-erect pubescence; metalarsus near the base uilh

two long black splnes concealed among the long hairs. Wings rallier

uarrow, with a faint yellowish tinge, the anal cells ahnost hyaline; tip of

the wing infumed; distinct dark bro\\n spots at tlie origin of Rs, ibik

of /^s, at r, at the end of vein /(2 and a Idotch in tlie end of cell /?2 ; narrow

paler brown seams along the cord and onter end of cell i st M2- A tnft of

about niue long black hairs on the posterior side of the wing-petiole and

aboul six others along the and anal vein, proximate of the level of the

arculus. \enation : Se extending to beyond r, very close to R[ at the

wing-margin; Ri+s about as long as Rs: basai dellection of 7^+5 very

long and strongly arcnated at its origin; pétiole of cell Mi longer

than either this cell or i st I/2; cell 1 st il/2 hexagonally snbrectan-

gular; basai deflection of Cui before midlength of cell 1 st M2.

Abdomen rich velvety-orange , brighler near the latéral and caudal

margins of the lergites, the latter ringed with pale, ffypopygium dark

brown, the ninth tergite not tumid, its posterior niargin almost straight

across; pleurites long; pleural appendages two in number, the ontermost

moi-e slender, slightly curved to the acute tip. Penis-guard long and

slender, subtended by the two acicular straight gonapophyses which are

subequal in size to the guard.

Habitat. —French Congo.

Holotype, c?, environs de Brazzaville, 1907 (E. Roubaud et A. Weiss).

Tribe HEXATOMINI.

Genus Eriocera Macquart,

Eriocera flavocincta, uov. sp.

General coloration black and orange; head and abdomen orange, the

thorax, wings and legs largely blackish, the femora wilh a conspicuous

orange-yeliow subterminal ring.

Female. —Length, about i5 mm.
Rostrum and palpi brown. Antennae short, the tirst segment light

brown, remainder of the antennae dark brown. Front between the eyes

shiny brown; remainrler of the head dark orange. Head small; frontal

tubercle distinct, divided by a longitudinal furrow.

Thorax mostly black, the posterior Iwo-thirds of the scutal lobes, the

scutellum and postnolum dull yellow. Pleura black, the outer face of the

fore and middie coxae largely, of the hind coxae eutirely, reddish. Meso-
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sternum reddish. Haltères black. Legs with ihe coxae as described above;

trocbanters dull reddish; femora black, the basai third of the fore femora

and a broad subterminal ring on a ail the femora orange-yellow ;
remainder

of the legs black. Wings sttongly infumed with brown, the wing-tips

beyond the outer end of cell i st Ma deslroyed. Venation : /?2+3 rather

short, about equal to that portion of /?2 before r: inner ends of cells

Rb and i st il/2 in an oblique line; cell 1 st M2 long and narrow; basai

defleclion of Cul inserted beyond the fork of M.

Abdomen deep orange; slernites four to six darker colored, posi^ibly a

discoloralion. The valves of the ovipositor are long and slcnder.

Habitat. —Ivory Coast.

Holotype, 9, Bassin du haut Cavally, Danane, lai. 7''i5' N.,

long. 10° 01' 56" West of Paris, 1919 (Isniacl Bonnaure).

Type in the Paris Muséum.


